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Course Title & Number:


Faculty Name:

Course Delivery Method (check one):

⁫  Online (all instruction is online)

X  Hybrid online (instruction occurs both online and on campus)

⁫  Other (please describe)

First Semester To Be Offered:  This Economics 1 hybrid online course will be a late start class beginning in the third week of school (Monday 9/13/10) and ending on Friday 12/3/10.


1. 
Input from Colleagues and Administrators

As you develop your proposal and build your course, please consult with your colleagues and do some background research, including the following:

⁫  a.  Meet with Instructional Designer (Lisa Ulibarri) for initial consultation and 
Blackboard training.    Date(s) completed: I have personally discussed the content and structure of this course with Ms. Lisa Ulibarri on 07/12/2010 and will continue to do so as needed. 

⁫  b.  Review similar courses.  Are similar courses offered online at other

     
colleges?  Yes, at Las Positas Community College 
⁫  c.  Meet with your Division Dean and subdivision colleagues to secure preliminary  

     
support for offering this course via Distance Education.  Date completed: I met on 7/13/10 with the social science chair, Dr. Susan Sperling and have her support in the creation of this online course.
⁫  d.  Consult with other faculty experienced in DE.  With whom did you consult?  

    
 Jay Mumford (Real Estate professor).  Date completed: 7-12-10

⁫  e.  Review your completed proposal with your subdivision colleagues.  Attach a  
separate page listing attendees, meeting date, and a summary of the 
recommendations or reservations of your division/subdivision.  I will email all the members of my faculty peers, all of whom are as of this date adjunct and/or emeritus faculty who teach Economics at Chabot College.

2. 
Student Benefits
· How will this course meet student needs?  Are there learning opportunities made possible in an online or hybrid online course that might not be available in a traditional course?  

This course is designed to accommodate the relatively large number of students, who for a whole host of reasons, fall through the cracks of late additions, unpaid library fees, incomplete grades, all of which keep otherwise good students from academic progress. I have found that in addition, many students, who are transferring to a four year institution, have often made other plans with family and find it difficult or impossible to start and/or complete a normal semester calendar period. My proposed late start, twelve week Economics 1 online course, designed for those students who cannot reasonably start at the same time as the typical calendar semester and or has other mitigating obligations. This particular class will start on Monday September 13, 2010 and will end Friday December 3, 2010. 

· If this course has previously been offered at Chabot using this delivery method, what have you learned from prior instructors that will influence your instruction in this course?

I have no knowledge that Economics 1 has been taught online at Chabot College in any of the last several years.









 
3. Course Content Delivery 

· The total number of contact hours in your course should approximate the equivalent number of hours required in an on-campus setting.  For example, a 3-unit course typically meets on campus for 54 contact hours of instruction, assessment, discussion, and group activities.  In the Carnegie unit system, students are also expected to invest two hours “outside of class” for every hour in class on reading, studying, preparing assignments, and other homework; these additional hours are not considered to be “contact hours”.  Account for the contact hours in your proposal.  

Economics 1 Course Activity Schedule Fall Semester 2010

*all assignments are based on the Mankiw Economics 2nd edition textbook*

	Module
	Completion Date
	Chapter No.
	COURSE COMPONENTS- All of which are graded exercises
	Lecture/ Blackboard/ Aplia Activity (hours)

	I
	9/13/2010
	1
	Introduction to online problems in practice mode and Math and Graph Tutorial
	3

	I
	9/13/2010
	2
	Thinking Like An Economist Steps I and II
	3

	II
	9/20/2010
	3
	Interdependence and the games from trade09/20/10
	3

	II
	9/20/2010
	4
	The Market Forces of Supply and Demand.   
	3

	III
	9/27/2010
	4
	Analyzing Equilibrium Price and Quantity
	1

	III
	9/27/2010
	5
	Elasticity and Its Calculation using the Midpoint Formula
	3

	III
	9/27/2010
	6
	Supply, Demand, and Government Policies
	3

	IV
	10/4/2010
	7
	Consumers, Producers, and the Efficiency of Markets
	2

	IV
	10/4/2010
	8
	Taxation, Analysis, and Policy
	2

	V
	10/11/2010
	9
	International Trade
	2

	V
	10/11/2010
	10
	Externalities
	2

	VI
	10/22/2010
	1-10
	MIDTERM GAME REVIEW: ON CAMPUS from 12:00 noon-3:00PM (RM#TBA1)
	3

	VII
	10/25/2010
	11
	Public Goods and Common Resources
	2

	VII
	10/25/2010
	12
	The Design of the Tax System
	2

	VIII
	11/1/2010
	13
	Cost of Production
	2

	VIII
	11/1/2010
	14
	Firms in Competitive Markets
	2

	IX
	11/8/2010
	15
	Monopoly Analysis
	2

	IX
	11/8/2010
	16
	Oligopoly Analysis
	2

	X
	11/15/2010
	17
	Monopolistic Competition
	2

	X
	11/15/2010
	18
	The Market For Factors of Production
	2

	XI
	11/22/2010
	19
	Economics of Discrimination
	2

	XI
	11/22/2010
	20
	Income Inequality and Poverty
	2

	XII
	11/29/2010
	11-20
	FINAL EXAM REVIEW ON CAMPUS From 6:00PM-9:00PM (RM# TBA1)
	2

	XII
	12/3/2010
	1-20
	FINAL EXAM  ON CAMPUS From 12:00 noon-2:00PM (RM# TBA)
	2

	 
	 
	 
	TOTAL TEACHING CONTACT HOURS
	54


· What percentage of the course will be on-campus, if any?  What percentage of the course will consist of online lecture, video, podcasts, email, supplemental websites, CD-ROM, etc.?

Seven hours of the total fifty-four hour, three unit course will be held on campus, as delineated by the above Course Activity Schedule.  

· Will any portion of your course be synchronous, requiring students to be online at the same time? 

No, students will not have to be online at the same time. However as outlined above, this course is based on a twelve week calendar starting on Monday September 13, 2010 and ending Friday December 3, 2010. There will be a total of twelve weekly sessions, two of which will be devoted to review, evaluation, and testing.  The remaining ten weeks will require each student to complete the assigned materials at the rate of two chapters per week as indicated by the Course Activity Schedule. (* I have just finished teaching a six week summer course and feel that to do a good job I need twice this much calendar time, hence the 12 week on line time frame.)  

4. 
Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

· How frequently will you interact with your students?  This should include interactions with the entire class, providing feedback on assignments, and interventions when students are at-risk of dropping or failing due to poor performance or participation.

The syllabus clearly defines all the assignments and the requisite completion dates (see above course activity schedule).  The Instructor will always be available to respond to these assignments with questions, issues, and queries daily by e-mail (kwilliams@chabotcollege.edu) and or by phone (510-723-6676), with in a 24 hour time frame Monday- Thursday.
· For each type of interaction, describe why you believe it will be effective for this particular course. 

a) On- campus: I have had over thirty years teaching experience and have found the on campus exercises (the competitive review sessions for the Midterm and Final), I am offering are both popular and provide a good learning experience for the student.

b) Online: Using the open board discussion format, I am looking forward to tailoring my course based upon what I perceive to be evolving student needs.
c) Office hours: Continue to be a function that I provide on an appointment basis that is not limited to a fixed hourly schedule.  I plan to make myself available at kwilliams@chabotcollege.edu based on student needs.

5.
Nature and Frequency of Student-Student Interactions

· Describe opportunities in your course for student to student interaction. Over the last thirty years, I have come to recognize that teaching is not the filling of a pail, it is instead the lighting of fire (William Butler Yeats).  According to student surveys, one of the most helpful review tools has to do with the implementation of something that I call “The Game.” Essentially “The Game” is a competitive, face-to-face, in class examination of all the materials studied as of the date “game play.” In the first game we typically cover the first half of the book and in the second game we cover the last half of the text. The students compete in various ways by answering questions the Instructor asks in class covering the entire spectra of economic topics studied in both the required textbook reading and homework assignments.  The Game is completely non-threatening in that all the awarded points are extra credit, and no one suffers a penalty from not answering any questions.  However, it is clear, based on my experience that peer pressure and the general desire to do well creates an absolutely positive experience for the vast majority of the students. This particular game format goes a long way towards getting the students to study much more than they might otherwise and in addition, it creates a very positive environment for student to student interaction, engendering classmate camaraderie. For many students The Game is the fire.   
In addition to the review activity, I will create an open discussion board with these specific instructions as to how each student may log on and participate:

a) Turn power on to your computer

b) Go on the internet to Chabot College Homepage

c) Scroll all the way down to the bottom of the page and you will see different icons.  Click on the “Blackboard” icon.

d) This will take you to the Blackboard Log- in page. In the Log- in window put in your username and password

e) Once you are logged in to your account, on the left hand green colored column and look for the title “Discussion Board.”

f) Click on “Discussion Board.” This will take you to the forum menu.

g) Click on the Forum you wish to participate in and begin with your questions and or comments. Please be specific with your questions and if at all possible cite the page, column, and paragraph, and line numbers from which your question has been generated, using the assigned textbook, Mankiw’ Brief Principles of Economics 2nd edition.  

· This may include discussions, group projects, peer review of assignments, and other approaches.  Consider how students interact in this course when taught on campus; how can you build this type of learning community online? 
Interaction with students by e-mail and or discussion board (see above for guidelines) will occur daily Monday- Thursday between 8AM and 5PM depending on the number and frequency of “hits” or questions.  Interaction among students is encouraged and may happen as often as their time allows. 

The issue of “at risk” students should be minimized as each students’ work will be graded at the end of each calendar week, excluding review and exam weeks and consequently both the student and the instructor will be immediately aware of the appropriate need for remediation.  Such students will be invited to my office and or weekly review sessions as needed, depending upon the number of students requesting this additional input.
6. 
Assessment of Student Learning

· How will you assess learning in this course?  Given the nature of online courses, how does your assessment plan ensure a level of academic integrity with which you’re comfortable?  

At the end of every assigned chapter, there will be a graded online quiz given to the student, with his/her performance evaluated on a strict percentage basis. Students who fall below their expectations will be allowed extra credit assignments and or work projects with the prior approval of the Instructor.  The maximum impact of this additional extra credit work cannot exceed more than 10% of the total earned final grade. This extra credit work is the equivalent of a one letter grade increase.  There will be a Midterm review game, where students are encouraged to attend an on- campus review of the first half of the course and then a later final exam review which covers the second half of the assigned textbook.  Participation in these review sessions are not mandatory but are highly recommended, and should prove to be very helpful in providing student to teacher access to clear up any questions and or to improve their final course grade. (See attached game rules handout)  
· Describe how your assessment plan is consistent with your stated goals in the student benefits and student-student interactions sections of your proposal.  How will you provide feedback to students?

Teacher student feedback will take the form of weekly grades, which will be provided to each student online using the Aplia platform which already has a long history of use for those instructors that have adopted Mankiw’s Brief Principles of Microeconomics 2nd edition textbook.  This text will be provided either as a hard copy and or electronically, at minimal cost from the appropriate bookstore or publisher.

The final course grade will come from averaging all the quiz scores with the final exam, which will be administered on campus by the Instructor. Both the Final Exam and the cumulative average of all quizzes will make up the final course grade.  Extra credit points will be summed and divided by 600 to ensure appropriate weighting (see End of Quizzes Grade Calculation Prior to Final Exams). 
7.
Technology

· Describe any special software or multimedia tools you plan to utilize in your course (Articulate, Camtasia, Captivate, Flash, podcasts, videocasts, etc.).  This is helpful to determine technology support needs.
The Instructor will use:

I. Blackboard
II. The Aplia platform, which is already in wide use, in conjunction with the adopted customized textbook, Mankiw’s 2nd Edition Brief Principles of Microeconomics.
III. The Instructor has created several recorded lectures on the more difficult topics of Microeconomic principles which can be accessed online in the following way:
a) Go to www.chabotcollege.edu/tv 

b) The T.V. homepage will come up

c) At the middle top click on “Other Shows”

d) At the very top there will appear four sections for Ken Williams.  Click on the lecture you wish to see.
8.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

· Is any required video close-captioned?  Is any required audio accompanied by a transcript?  If you plan to use any multimedia (video, podcasts, specialized software), is that accessible to your students in terms of both software availability at home and on campus and accessible for students with disabilities?   Have you provided alt-tags for your key images used in your course?  Please meet with the DSRC if you need help in ensuring accessibility for your students.

No videos are required at this stage of my online course development, but I am planning to develop some methodologies to accommodate blind students as they may enroll in my regular courses on a higher priority basis.  I have had several blind students in previous years and have found without exception all earned A grades as of this year 2010.  I al always open to recommendations and work closely and amicably with the disabled student center. 
9.
Submit your proposal (electronic version via email and hard copy via campus mail)

             to the chair of the Committee on Online Learning.

Faculty signature:  _______________________________     Date:   _______________

Division Dean signature:  __________________________    Date:  ________________
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